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Lenin—Ghe Man

T was in the early autumn of 1920 that I first
saw Lenin again after the outbreak of the
Russian revolution ‘“that shook the world.”
Immediately after my arrival in Moscow, at a
Party meeting in the Sverdlov Hall of the
Kremlin, if I remember rightly. Lenin seemed to
me unchanged, scarcely to have aged. 1 would
have taken my oath that he wore the same neat,
well-brushed coat in which I first saw him. It
was in 1907 at the World Congress of the Second
International at Stuttgart when Rosa Luxemburg,
who possessed an artist’s eye for the characteris-
tic, pointed Lenin out to me with the remark:
“Take a good look at him, That is Lenin. Look
at the self-willed, stubborn head. A real Russian
peasant’s head with a few faintly Asiatic lines.
That man will try to overturn mountains.
Perhaps he will be crushed by them. But he
will never yield.”

In attitude and appearance Lenin was just as
before. The debate was at times lively, even
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