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The MAGA Ideology and the
Trump Regime

JOHN BELLAMY FOSTER

One week after the January 20, 2025, inauguration of Donald Trump in
his second stint as U.S. president, Matthew ]. Vaeth, acting director of the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB), issued a memorandum to feder-
al departments and agencies ordering a temporary pause of agency, grant
and loan, and financial assistance spending throughout the federal gov-
ernment. This was the opening shot in what the right has called the “Cold
Civil War.” The order for a general freeze on federal civilian spending was
most likely written by the incoming 2025 OMB director, Russell Vought,
then awaiting confirmation by Congress. For Vought “the stark reality in
America is that we are in the late stages of a complete Marxist takeover of
the country” and that these enemies “already hold the weapons of the gov-
ernment apparatus,” which “they have aimed...at us.”> Vought headed the
OMB during the first Trump administration and was a key architect of Proj-
ect 2025, the plan for the transition to a new absolutist executive, issued in
2022 by the right-wing Heritage Foundation.? He wrote the chapter on the
“Executive Office of the President of the United States” for Project 2025
and founded the Center for Renewing America, an active branch of Project
2025, which was charged with writing hundreds of executive orders in ad-
vance to be implemented immediately on the re-ascendance of Trump to
the White House. Project 2025 included plans to close down whole federal
departments, massively cut the federal work force, and drastically reduce
federal expenditures, forcing states, local governments, universities, and
the media to fall in line with the Trump regime’s dictates.*

The OMB’s order to freeze federal civilian government expenditures
affected spending that in fiscal year 2024 amounted to some $3 trillion,
thus sending shock waves across the nation. On January 31, 2025, Chief
Judge John J. McConnell Jr. of the United States District of Rhode Island
issued a temporary restraining order on the OMB actions. In response,
the OMB rescinded their memo. However, the Trump administration, ad-
hering to the “impoundment theory” that claimed the executive branch
had the power to zero-out funds allocated by Congress, refused to com-
ply fully with McConnell’s court order. The subsequent decision by the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, which supported McConnell’s
decision, pointed to a looming Constitutional crisis. Major figures in
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the Make America Great Again (MAGA) movement have strategized in
advance that the president can close down departments and impound
congressionally authorized spending, while ignoring the courts, based
on the sheer power of the executive office and the proposition that what-
ever the president does is lawful. If necessary, a state of emergency can
be declared, suspending constitutional rights.® Elon Musk’s Department
of Government Efficiency (DOGE) has run roughshod over the federal
government, seemingly empowered to take over and close whole agen-
cies at will. Meanwhile, the Trump administration is claiming to have
full power over the independent regulatory agencies within the federal
government, such as the Federal Trade Commission, the National Labor
Relations Board, the Federal Communications Commission, and even the
Federal Reserve Board, under what is called the “unitary executive au-
thority,” a controversial constitutional theory.®

If the OMB order and the actions of Musk’s DOGE created a legal morass,
the ideological intent of the Trump administration’s actions was neverthe-
less abundantly clear. According to the Vaeth/Vought memo, the purpose
of the administration freeze on federal spending was to end “woke” and
the weaponization of government, opposing “the use of Federal resourc-
es to advance Marxist equity, transgenderism, and green new deal social
engineering policies.” The initial freeze or “pause” on spending was de-
signed to allow the administration to identify spending devoted to “DEI
[diversity, equity, and inclusion programs], woke gender ideology, and the
green new deal,” together with expenditures on foreign aid, that were
considered fraudulent uses of federal funding.” In right-wing ideology,
the overarching category is “Cultural Marxism,” which is seen as includ-
ing the advocacy of critical race theory (CRT); environmental, social, and
governance (ESG) initiatives; DEI; LGBTQ+ rights; climate change actions;
open borders; universal health care; and green energy.? This attack on
so-called Cultural Marxism was in line with Agenda 47 of the Trump/].D.
Vance campaign, which was aimed at “removing all Marxist diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion bureaucrats” and going after the “Marxist Maniacs In-
fecting Educational Institutions.”

The overall rationale behind these moves was provided by another Heri-
tage Foundation document, also published in 2022, titled How Cultural Marx-
ism Threatens the United States — And How Americans Can Fight It by Mike Gonza-
lez and Katharine C. Gorka, who went on to write NextGen Marxism: What It Is
and How to Combat It (2024).1° Cultural Marxism, which is seen on the MAGA
right as pervading the universities and government, as well as penetrating
into corporations, is viewed as having its genesis in Antonio Gramsci’s Prison
Notebooks, which broke with the economism of classical Marxism. In this dis-
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torted view, the new “Cultural Marxism” was carried forward by Frankfurt
School Marxists like Max Horkheimer, Theodor Adorno, Herbert Marcuse,
and Erich Fromm. It was to be given a more expansive form by postmodern-
ists like Michel Foucault, ultimately leading to radical feminist theory and
CRT. The work of Gonzalez and Gorka does not demonstrate the slightest
attention to genuine scholarly research. Its purpose is not to promote intel-
lectual inquiry, but rather a New McCarthyism. In their book, they claim
that Joseph McCarthy in the anti-Communist witch hunt of the 1950s had
carried out “important work,” but made the mistake of leveling charges
that he “could not substantiate.” In today’s Cold Civil War, it is suggested,
the McCarthyism needs to be resurrected on more solid foundations so as
not to make the mistakes of the past—though in fact, the New McCarthy-
ism is as devoid of substance as its 1950s predecessor."

The MAGA ideology that is now ensconced in the White House, and
which has also spread to a considerable extent into the courts and Con-
gress, has little to do with Trump himself, for whom it has served as a
convenient weapon in his rise to power. Rather, its material basis is to
be found in the growth of a larger neofascist movement, which, like all
movements within the fascist genus, is rooted in a tenuous alliance be-
tween sections of the monopoly-capitalist ruling class at the top of soci-
ety and a mobilized army of lower-middle class adherents far below. The
latter see as their chief enemies, not the upper echelons of the capitalist
class, but the upper-middle class professionals immediately above them
and the working class below.? The primarily white lower-middle class
overlaps with rural populations and adherents of religious fundamental-
ism or evangelicalism, forming a right-wing, revanchist historic bloc.

The current mobilization of the lower-middle class by the right wing of
monopoly capital, particularly, the tech, finance, and oil interests, is initial-
ly aimed at dismantling the present “administrative state,” replacing it with
one more conducive to a neofascist project. Nevertheless, in the process, a
widening political gap is already opening up between the billionaire rulers
above and their MAGA army below, between different elements within the
evangelical movement, and among those supporting a political dictatorship
and those wishing to retain liberal-democratic constitutional forms.?

In line with all movements in the fascist genus, the current regime will
inevitably betray its mass MAGA supporters on the radical right, seeking
to relegate them to a more and more subservient and regimented role and
negating any policies in fundamental conflict with its capitalist-imperial
ends. Nevertheless, a mass of think tanks and influencers has arisen that
seek to rationalize the irrational, building on those ideological elements
that appeal to a white lower-middle class, but ultimately serving the needs
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of the billionaire capitalist class. Understanding the basis of this new ir-
rationalism and the forms of class rule associated with it is crucial in the
counter-hegemonic struggle for a democratic, egalitarian, and sustain-
able — and thus socialist — future for humanity as a whole.

MAGA's Neofascist Ideology

“The antonym of fascism,” Marxist economist Paul M. Sweezy wrote in
1952, “is bourgeois democracy, not feudalism or socialism. Fascism is one of
the political forms that capitalism may assume in the monopoly-imperial-
ist phase.”™ In the classical definition originating with Marxist theorists —
and employed, as in the case of Franz Neumann’s Behemoth: The Structure and
Practice of National Socialism, in the Nuremberg trials — those movements and
regimes belonging to the fascist genus have their material foundations in a
tenuous alliance between monopoly capital and a mobilized petty bourgeoi-
sie or lower-middle class. The latter were referred to by C. Wright Mills as
the “rearguarders” of the capitalist system due to their generally regressive
ideology, a product of their contradictory class location.”

Such mobilization of the lower-middle class/stratum at the instigation
of sections of monopoly capital occurs when the upper echelons of soci-
ety see themselves as threatened by a variety of internal and external fac-
tors that jeopardize their hegemony. This leads to attacks on the liberal
democratic state and the seizure of state power by a section of the ruling
class, backed by an army of adherents from below — often initially by le-
gal means, but soon crossing constitutional boundaries. Power is concen-
trated in the hands of a leader, a duce or Fiihrer, behind whom lies giant
capitalist interests. Key to fascist rule, once it gains its ascendancy over
the state, is the privatization of large parts of government on behalf of mo-
nopolistic capital, a concept first articulated in relation to Adolf Hitler’s
Germany." This is accompanied by extreme repression of segments of the
underlying population, often as scapegoats. Such movements inevitably
seek to secure their rule ideologically by gaining control of the entire
cultural apparatus of society in a process that the Nazis called Gleichschal-
thung, or bringing into line.

This general understanding of fascism was dominant in the 1930s and
’40s, extending into the late twentieth century. However, fascism, as a
political formation, was eventually reinterpreted in liberal discourse in
idealist terms as a pure ideology, conceptually decoupled from its class
and materialist foundations and reduced to its outward form as extreme
racism, nationalism, revanchism, and the growth of authoritarian per-
sonalities, all of which were seen as disconnected from capitalism itself.
Much of this was in fact implicit in the criticism of “totalitarianism”
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developed by Cold War figures like Hannah Arendt, which presented
fascism as an extreme system on the right conceptually divorced from
capitalism, and the antonym of communism on the left.” Fascism thus
was reinterpreted in the hegemonic ideology as a form of violent au-
thoritarianism/totalitarianism and a departure from capitalism, which
was then identified exclusively with liberal democracy. Lacking any real
historical-material foundations and ignoring class realities, such refor-
mulations were mere means of shoring up the notion of capitalism itself
and have proven useless in attempts to understand the reemergence of
fascist and neofascist forces in our time.

In addressing the current neofascism, it is crucial to see it as a product
of material/class/imperial relations of late capitalism, which is not to be
understood simply in terms of its “populist,” hyper-racist, hyper-misogy-
nist, or hyper-nationalist outer forms but rather in terms of a substantive
class-based critique.”® Fascism is at all times an attack on liberal democra-
cy and the substitution of an iron-heel political order under the reign of
monopoly-finance capital. Its revanchist ideology does not arise primarily
from monopoly capital itself, but rather is chiefly a mechanism for the
mobilization of right-wing forces drawn predominantly from the low-
er-middle class, enlisting an army of actual or would-be stormtroopers
(whether wearing black shirts, brown shirts, or MAGA hats), and provid-
ing the justification for the dismantling of the liberal-democratic state.

Although it is the real material-class forces rather than disembodied
ideology that have to be kept primarily in mind, it is nonetheless true that
ideas, once they emerge, can themselves become material forces. “Ideol-
ogy,” Georg Lukdcs wrote, is “the highest form of [class] consciousness.”®
If we want to understand the nature of the emerging MAGA regime, we
therefore have to explore its governing ideology and its forms of political
organization. Very little of this, it should be underscored, emanates from
Trump himself, who is often described within the MAGA movement as a
somewhat defective, if useful, instrument of the new order.

Despite its importance in publishing Project 2025, the leading think
tank for the Trump movement is not the Heritage Foundation, but rath-
er the Claremont Institute, founded in 1979 in Upland, California. The
Claremont Institute was originally a base for Straussian thought (derived
from the ultraconservative political theorist Leo Strauss) but has evolved
into the nerve center of MAGA. Its funding comes from megadonors,
including the Thomas D. Klingenstein Fund (a multibillion dollar fund
managed by investment banker Thomas D. Klingenstein, chairman of the
board of the Claremont Institute), the Dick and Betsy DeVos Foundation
(managed by billionaire former Trump education secretary Betsy DeVos),



6 MONTHLY REVIEW / MAY 2025

the ultraconservative Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation, and the Sarah
Scaife Foundation.?! Its two main publications are The American Mind and
the Claremont Review of Books. The Institute also has an additional branch,
the Claremont Institute Center for the American Way of Life, located in
Washington, DC, across from the Capitol. Academics and pundits associ-
ated with the Claremont Institute dominate Hillsdale College in Michi-
gan. Hillsdale publishes Imprimis, essentially a Claremont Institute MAGA
publication. The Institute offers a number of fellowships, including the
Lincoln Fellowship. Its website tracks so-called “BLM funding” (referring
to the Black Lives Matter, or BLM movement) by corporations, claiming,
on extremely questionable grounds, that $82.9 billion has been direct-
ed to the CRT/Woke/Cultural Marxist cause by corporations. As in MAGA
ideology in general, corporations are condemned as morally corrupt for
giving way to Cultural Marxism but are seldom criticized economically.
This is consistent with the entire history of petty-bourgeois ideology as
reflected in the nineteenth-century writings of such celebrated figures as
Thomas Carlyle and Friedrich Nietzsche, whose ideological outpourings,
as Lukdcs noted, reflected “a contradictory twofold tendency” of a “cri-
tique of capitalist lack of culture,” while nonetheless supporting an order
“located in capitalism.”*

In 2019, Trump awarded the Claremont Institute the National Human-
ities Medal. On January 6, 2021, lawyer John Eastman, a member of the
board of the Claremont Institute (where he remains to this day), sup-
ported by other Claremont Institute associates, played the leading role in
organizing the MAGA assault on the Capitol Building in Washington, DC.
He also wrote the key memos directed at pressuring Vice President Mike
Pence to invalidate the 2020 election in an attempt to reverse Trump’s
loss to Joe Biden. All of this earned Claremont the reputation as the Janu-
ary 6 attempted coup’s “brain trust.”?

The Claremont Institute was to become the main intellectual incubus
of Trump II. More than a dozen Claremont associated pundits and former
Claremont fellows regularly appear on Fox News. This includes, in addition
to Eastman, such luminaries as Michael Anton, Claremont senior fellow
and a high-level Trump State Department appointee; Christopher Caldwell,
contributing editor to the Claremont Review of Books and white supremacist
commentator; Brian T. Kennedy, Claremont former president and current
board member, and chairman of the Committee on the Present Danger,
which advances a new McCarthyism; Charles R. Kesler, Claremont Review
of Books editor and leading proponent of a “Cold Civil War”; Charlie Kirk,
former Claremont Lincoln Fellow and founder/CEO of Turning Point USA
(TPUSA), with its “Professor Watch List” and its evangelical branch, TPUSA
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Faith; John Marini, Claremont senior fellow and leading right-wing intel-
lectual critic of the “administrative state”; and Christopher F. Rufo, former
Claremont Lincoln Fellow and notorious anti-CRT pundit.

Anton, a former managing director of investment at BlackRock and cur-
rently a senior researcher at the Claremont Institute, served as deputy as-
sistant to the president and deputy national security advisor for strategic
communication on the National Security Council in Trump’s first admin-
istration.** He is now director of policy planning in the U.S. State Depart-
ment under Marco Rubio. It was Anton more than any other single figure
who connected the Claremont Institute to MAGA and the alt-right. His
2016 Claremont Review of Books article “The Flight 93 Election” —using the
metaphor of the passengers who rushed the cockpit on the terrorist flight
on September 11, 2001 —was to go viral and played a major role in mobi-
lizing militant support for the Trump campaign. Here Anton declared that
the 2016 election was a “charge the cockpit or die election,” in which “you
may die anyway” in the attempt, but if Hillary Clinton were to be elected,
“death is certain.” Although the piece was disjointed, rambling, and illogi-
cal, the metaphor nonetheless caught on, catapulting Anton to right-wing
celebrity status, and led to his appointment to Trump’s National Security
Council with the support of the right-wing tech billionaire Peter Thiel.®

In 2019, Anton published After the Flight 93 Election... And What We Still Have
to Lose, which emphasized the need for a war on the entire left, earning the
praise of Trump. This was followed in 2020 by his book, The Stakes: Ameri-
ca at the Point of No Return, in which he proposed that immigration should
ideally be stopped altogether, while birthright citizenship (citizenship by
virtue of simply being born in the United States, even if not to U.S. citizens)
should cease immediately. China was the primary enemy, while peace
should be made with Russia. The latter, Anton explained, belonged to the
same “civilizational ‘sect’” as the United States and Europe, “in ways that
China would never be.” Anton’s The Stakes, however, is best known for his
explicit advocacy of a “red [that is, Republican or right-wing]| Caesarism,”
in which the presidency would become a “form of absolute monarchy” or
“one-man rule” exhibiting widespread popular support—a position that
was followed immediately after in his book with the exhortation to “re-
elect Trump!” Only when elected would Trump declare himself Caesar.?

In a review on “Draining the Swamp” in the Claremont Review of Books,
Anton popularized Marini’s Unmasking the Administrative State. Marini’s
analysis is seen as a validation of Alexandre Kojeve’s conservative rendi-
tion of G. W. F. Hegel’s German idealist philosophy, which in the right-
wing view is seen as forming a justification for autocratic bourgeois
rule as the end of history. Applied to contemporary institutions, the
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bureaucratic overlords of the administrative state are to be viewed as
the “ruling class.” Marini and Anton thus argue that there is a need for
Trump to smash the administrative state and replace it with more cen-
tralized rule. These same views led U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence
Thomas, who in an earlier stage of his career had employed Marini as a
special assistant, to exclaim “We must read Marini!!”%’

Anton has declared that in order to win “we need bloggers, meme-mak-
ers, Twitter trolls, street artists, comedians, propagandists, theologians,
playwrights, essayists, novelists, hacks, flacks, and intellectuals” —as well
as Trump and right-thinking capitalists.?® His most iconoclastic act within
the Claremont Institute itself was to write an article about the alt-right
Nietzschean-fascist propagandist Bronze Age Pervert (known as BAP, now
revealed as Romanian-American Costin Vlad Alamariu, who received a
PhD from Yale), the author of Bronze Age Mindset. Anton’s role, in a 2019
Claremont Review of Books article titled “Are the Kids Al(t) Right?,” was to
bring BAP/Alamariu into the MAGA mainstream in an effort to draw dis-
enchanted white youth into the neofascist movement. Noting that BAP
provided in his self-published Bronze Age Mindset a “simplified pastiche of
Friedrich Nietzsche,” which had “cracked the top 150 on Amazon — not,
mind you, in some category within Amazon but on the site as a whole,”
Anton argued that it represented an opportunity for the MAGA right to
dominate the underground youth discourse. BAP characterized the liber-
al elites, intellectuals, left thinkers, and the general population as “bug-
men,” without heroism, similar to Nietzsche’s “Last Man.” Human beings
in general were portrayed as belonging to mere “yeast” life. The solution
lay in male bodybuilding through weightlifting, and the cultivation of the
image of Greek Bronze Age heroes. BAP is a white supremacist, empha-
sizing Aryan purity and vile attacks on diverse populations everywhere.
As Anton himself admitted, “the strongest and easiest objections to make
to Bronze Age Mindset is that it is ‘racist,” ‘anti-Semitic,” ‘anti-democratic,’
‘misogynistic,” and ‘homophobic,”” making it more “outrageous” than
Nietzsche. Yet, he pretends that BAP is “gentler” than thinkers like Karl
“Marx, [V. L] Lenin, Mao [Zedong]...[Che] Guevara, [Saul] Alinsky and Fou-
cault, or any number of fanatics whose screeds are taught in the elite uni-
versities.” In the end, Anton underscored the importance of BAP’s attacks
on “bugmen” and “bugtimes,” incorporating his views within MAGA.*

A study of Bronze Age Mindset itself reveals venomous references to “the
shantytowns of the Turd World,” and attacks, citing Nietzsche, on “pre-Ary-
an modes of life, the return of socialism, of the longhouse, feminism,”
and “Satanic Marxist sects.” Athenian general Alcibiades, conquistadors
Herndn Cortés and Francisco Pizarro, Napoleon Bonaparte, Theodore Roo-
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sevelt, Alfredo Stroessner (former dictator of Paraguay), and especially Bob
Denard (a brutal twentieth-century French mercenary active in the Congo
and the Comoros Islands) are BAP’s models of the return in modern times
of Bronze Age Aryan humans. BAP’s favorite president, prior to Trump,
is James K. Polk, who launched the Mexican-American War. The “white
population” in the United States, he writes, seized Mexico “by their valor.”
Feminism is seen as an abomination. “Nothing so ridiculous as the lib-
eration of women,” BAP/Alamariu declares, “has ever been attempted in
the history of mankind,” which he describes as an attempt to “return to
pre-Aryan matriarchy.” He adds, “Social justice is a disgusting parasitism.”
Today’s cities, subject to waves of immigrants, are “populated by hordes
of dwarf-like zombies that are imported for slave labor and political agita-
tion from the fly-swept latrines of the world.” He openly claims: “I believe
in Fascism or something worse.” For all these reasons, according to BAP,
Trump is to be supported in his conquest of government. “The Leviathan”
of the administrative state dominated by the “bugmen,” he insists, must
be smashed in order to create a new “primal order.” With the support of
Anton and others, BAP was recognized as a kind of underworld Nietzsche-
an influencer behind the MAGA movement, attractive to young, regressive
white males. He was to become virtually required reading for young white
staffers in the first Trump administration.*

Anton was himself encouraged to read BAP by self-styled “Dark Enlighten-
ment” thinker Curtis Yarvin, a neofascist close to both Anton and Vance (the
MAGA heir apparent). Like Vance and Anton, Yarvin is heavily supported by
Silicon Valley billionaire Thiel. Yarvin is also openly admired by Trump ad-
viser and Silicon Valley venture capitalist Marc Andreessen for his antidem-
ocratic views. Vance calls Yarvin, whom he has also referred to in friendly
banter as a “fascist,” “my number one political influence.” In the MAGA
world, Yarvin remains something of a shadowy figure, despite the fact that
he has articulated the more reactionary strategies of the Trump regime. He
is an ex-computer programmer and right-wing blogger, writing under the
pseudonym Mencius Moldbug and advocate of a “Dark Enlightenment” or
neoreactionary movement (“NRx”). Tucker Carlson devoted an entire show
to interviewing Yarvin in 2021. He is best known for his anti-democracy ar-
guments and insistence that the president can establish himself as a “na-
tional CEO” or even “dictator,” concentrating all power in the executive
branch and superseding the legal system and the courts while shifting from
an “oligarchical Congress” to a “monarchical president.” Americans, he in-
sists, are “going to have to get over their dictator-phobia.”*

Yarvin has weaponized J. R. R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, seeing the
leftist elite or professional-managerial class as an “elf aristocracy,” the
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“lower-middle class” as “hobbits,” and “dark elves” like himself as de-
fenders of the hobbits. Like Steve Bannon, Trump’s former White House
chief of staff, with whom he identifies, Yarvin sees himself as a propo-
nent of MAGA; but, unlike Bannon, he deemphasizes the contradiction
between the lower-middle class MAGA forces and the monopoly-capi-
talist billionaires at the top. Yarvin’s real allegiances are to the billion-
aires, rather than the lower-middle class. Indeed, he denies that he is a
real fascist, despite the fact that he has applied the fascist label to him-
self, characterizing himself rather as a more straightforward supporter
of dictatorship (or monarchy), since he has absolute contempt for the
masses. Nevertheless, Yarvin sardonically states, “frankly, Hitler reads a
lot like me” —if, he acknowledges, more talented and more evil.*?

Widely seen as a largely underground figure who has helped game the
system for Trump, Yarvin has provided the general plan for an imperi-
al presidency. He argues that real power is held “oligarchically” (distin-
guished from the classical notion of oligarchy as based on wealth) by
people who control the media and the universities, constituting the “Ca-
thedral.” The Cathedral can only be toppled by a monarch or dictator,
acting as a CEO. Once Trump was elected, Yarvin contended, he could
purge the federal bureaucracy (what Yarvin calls “RAGE,” or retire all gov-
ernment employees) by claiming he had an electoral mandate allowing
him to transgress the law and bring both the courts and Congress to heel.
All court orders requiring the president to desist should be ignored. The
mainstream media corporations and the universities should be closed
down. In a podcast, Anton said to Yarvin, “You're essentially advocating
for someone to — age-old move — gain power lawfully through an election,
and then exercise it unlawfully.” Yarvin responded, “It wouldn’t be un-
lawful. You'd simply declare a state of emergency in your inaugural ad-
dress.” The president could apply this to every state and take “over all law
enforcement authorities.” Like Anton, Yarvin declared of the president,
“you’re going to be Caesar.”*

Anton has stated that the universities are “evil,” a position strongly
supported by Rufo, a former director at the intelligent design (creationist)
Discovery Institute and a Claremont Lincoln Fellow.** Rufo is widely cel-
ebrated in MAGA circles for his grand propagandistic exploits in turning
CRT and DEI into toxic conceptions in the public mind. He is currently a
senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research and a contrib-
uting editor to its City Journal. In “Critical Race Theory: What It Is and How
to Fight It” for Hillsdale’s Imprimis, Rufo argued that CRT was the product
of Cultural Marxism and “identity-based Marxism.” In what has become a
fundamental element of MAGA ideology, he contends that today’s Marx-
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ists are all identity-theorists and are opposed to “equality,” replacing it
with “equity,” which is “little more than reformulated Marxism.” CRT, he
pronounces, promotes “neo-segregation.” It violates the principle of civil
rights and is discriminatory through its anti-white policies. In this way,
civil rights law is to be redirected against racial minorities. Rufo associ-
ates CRT and BLM with anticapitalism and reverse racism. His assaults on
CRT influenced Trump’s attacks on it in his first administration.®

More recently, Rufo has argued for “laying siege to the institutions.” This
includes attacking any corporations that instituted DEI policies, seen as the
product of Cultural Marxism, CRT, and BLM — a neo-McCarthyite view shared
by Florida Governor Ron DeSantis. Major targets are “radical gender theory”
and what Rufo calls “the transgender empire.” He contends that “we must
fight to put the transgender empire out of business forever.” Rufo and the
MAGA right fulminate against the “college cartel” and argue that K-12 reed-
ucation should start with the promotion of “Western Civilization.”*

One of the most adamant critics of diversity on the MAGA right is Cald-
well, who in his article “The Browning of America” argues that “‘Diversi-
ty’ has [always] been an attribute of subject populations.” Hence, recog-
nizing it as a basis of social policy flies in the face of the principles of the
founders of the U.S. Constitution. In an article on Robert E. Lee, Caldwell
argued that left criticisms of the commander of the Confederate forces as
a defender of the slaveholding South, and thus of slavery, were aimed at
eliminating Lee as “the moral force of half the nation.”*

Claremont Review of Books editor Kesler, a member of Trump’s 1776 Com-
mission on U.S. History, intended to counter the 1619 Project on the histo-
ry of U.S. slavery, has been a leading figure in promoting the MAGA notion
of a Cold Civil War between the right and the so-called dominant forces
on the left. The term “woke,” which arose first in the civil rights move-
ment, has been massively turned around by the right since 2019, relying
on conservative command of the media, to refer in a derogatory way to
all contemporary progressive political and cultural causes. It is employed
as a means of belittling social justice struggles against racism and gender
inequality, while its most common usage is as a racist dog whistle.®®

The MAGA ideology’s Cold Civil War is closely attached to attacks on
China. As chairman of the Committee on the Present Danger (which in-
cludes Bannon as a member), Claremont Institute board member Brian
Kennedy is part of a movement to generate a new McCarthyism focused
on Beijing. Claiming that Chinese Communism has infiltrated U.S. so-
ciety in BLM clothing, he writes: “We are at risk of losing a war today
because too few of us know that we are engaged with an enemy, the Chi-
nese Communist Party (CCP) [sic|, that means to destroy us.”*
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Christian nationalists are also being enlisted in the Cold Civil War/New
McCarthyism. Kirk’s Turning Point USA became notorious in 2016 for its
Professor Watch List, singling out mostly left academics across the coun-
try to be targeted by the right in a McCarthyite manner. Kirk, who also
served on Trump’s 1776 Commission, has now become known as a mega
“whisperer” to youth, in which he bullet points the “war on white peo-
ple” and encourages white nationalism. His organization, working with
the Claremont Institute, bussed MAGA supporters to the January 6, 2021,
protest and assault on the Capitol. Yarvin, who has described slavery “as
a natural human relationship” and promoted biological determinism and
monarchy, was effusively praised by Kirk on his radio show and podcast,
along with white supremacist Steve Sailer. Kirk is the author of Right Wing
Revolution: How to Beat the Woke and Save the West, published in 2024. Ac-
cording to the publisher’s blurb, “America...is under threat from a lethal
ideology that seeks to humiliate and erase anyone that does not bow at
its altar.... Kirk drags wokeism out of the shadows and details the exact
steps needed to stop its toxic spread,” which “has already seeped into
every aspect of American society.”*

More recently, Kirk has transformed himself into the leading promoter
of evangelical Christian nationalism within the MAGA movement, estab-
lishing a division of Turning Point USA called TPUSA Faith aimed at white
evangelicals. He argues that the U.S. founders created a Christian nation
and advocates the Seven Mountain mandate of extreme evangelical Chris-
tian nationalism, in which believers are required to seek to dominate all
of reality, including family, religion, education, media, arts, business, and
government. This is tied to endism and religious apocalypticism (Second
Coming) views. Kirk has sought to promote hatred of LGBTQ+ and trans-
gender people in order to motivate the evangelical movement to take on
a more direct political role.*!

OMB director Vought is undoubtedly the most powerful Christian na-
tionalist within the Trump administration itself. Writing in 2022 for the
Claremont Institute’s The American Mind, Vought claimed that the Center
for Renewing America, which he founded in 2021, had demonstrated on
so-called legal grounds that “illegal aliens coming across” the U.S.-Mexico
border constituted “an invasion,” thus allowing state governors, who, ac-
cording to Article 1, Section 10, Clause 3 of the U.S. Constitution, are not
allowed to “engage in War unless actually invaded,” to act forcibly against
these “invaders,” independent of the federal government.*> As a Christian
Nationalist organization, the Center for Renewing America is adamantly
anti-Palestinian, opposing any attempt to allow Palestinians to immigrate
to the United States, arguing that “One would be hard-pressed to identify



REVIEW OF THE MONTH 13

a people or culture more fundamentally at odds with the foundations of
American self-government than Palestinians,” who have “a culture poi-
sonous to the health of and integrity of American communities,” and
whose ideology, despite the counter-claims of “intersectional Marxists,”
has as its aim the total annihilation of Israel. Vought’s Center for Renew-
ing America is strongly in favor of the removal of the Palestinian popula-
tion from Gaza and their resettlement in the lands of the Arab League.®

Movements in the fascist genus have often relied on opportunistic shifts
from left to right. A classic example of this is the Italian leftist thinker
Enrico Ferri, a reactionary pseudo-socialist who was strongly attacked by
Frederick Engels, and later became a follower of Benito Mussolini.** The
main intellectual vehicle for so-called “leftist” cooperation with MAGA
ideology, operating in what is presented as a common anti-liberal vein,
is Compact magazine, cofounded by Iranian-American rightist and former
Trotskyist Sohrab Ahmari, a close associate of Vance and now the U.S. ed-
itor of UnHerd, and by national-populist Edwin Aponte, editor of Bellows, a
MAGA-style publication. Compact magazine was once described in Jacobin
as a “syncretic” magazine of both left and right.** However, rather than
representing some sort of meeting point of left and right, it is strongly
supportive of Trump and Vance while successfully drawing in erstwhile
leftist contributors, such as Christian Parenti and Slavoj ZiZek (a contrib-
uting editor) into a publication in which pro-MAGA views are hegemon-
ic.*® Yarvin, Anton, Caldwell, and Rufo have all written multiple articles
for Compact on such topics as the nihilism of the left-wing ruling class,
Cultural Marxism, CRT, dismantling the administrative state, and sup-
port for Viktor Orbdn’s ultra-conservative government in Hungary and
the neofascist Alternative fiir Deutschland (AfD) in Germany.*

Parenti, once a well-known leftist journalist, writes regularly for Com-
pact. His columns have supported Trump’s nomination of Kash Patel as
FBI director and Robert F. Kennedy Jr. as Secretary of Health. He has also
written columns claiming that Trump is an anti-imperialist and that “*Di-
versity’ Is a Ruling Class Ideology.” Since Trump’s reelection, Parenti has
presented Trump and some of his department heads (Kennedy, Patel, and
Tulsi Gabbard, Trump’s Director of National Intelligence) as potential op-
ponents of the “deep state” or surveillance-intelligence state, and thus in
line with the left in this respect. However, this is a gross misperception
of the nature of the Trump/MAGA regime itself, which has nothing to do
with openness or democratic control, but which is establishing the basis
for its own direct rule.*®

Zizek has used Compact as a venue in which to engage in the most reac-
tionary themes. Thus, in an article titled “Wokeness Is Here to Stay,” he
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presented a transphobic argument in which he declared that “the use of
puberty blockers is yet another case of woke capitalism.” In this same an-
ti-woke article, ZiZek generalized from the experience of a Black professor
who was strongly criticized by students from an Afro-pessimist standpoint
(as detailed in a different Compact article). From there, ZiZek went on to
make the extraordinary racially charged statement, directed at a mainly
white reactionary readership, that, “The black woke elite is fully aware
that it won’t achieve its declared goal of diminishing black oppression —
and it doesn’t even want that. What they really want is what they are achiev-
ing: a position of moral authority from which to terrorize all others.”#

Compact magazine managing editor Geoff Shullenberger has specialized
in bringing the ideas of BAP into the MAGA mainstream, both within
Compact and elsewhere. Shullenberger also is the coeditor of COVID-19 and
the Left: The Tyranny of Fear, opposing lockdowns, vaccine mandates, and
masking in response to COVID-19 as due to the extremism of the left.
Meanwhile, Compact columnist and MAGA “populist” supporter Batya Un-
gar-Sargon, author of Bad News: How Woke Media is Undermining Democracy
(2021), was appointed in 2025 deputy opinion editor of Newsweek.>

The MAGA think tanks are a product of funding by big capital interests,
often promoting, in this respect, a libertarian ideology, but melding this
with the need to reach the white lower-middle class with its reaction-
ary, nationalist-populist, revanchist, racist, misogynist, and anti-socialist
perspective, as a way of developing a mass constituency. The resulting
MAGA ideology is disseminated through wider media such as Fox News,
talk radio, social media, YouTube videos, blogs, and podcasts. The influ-
ential infotainment site Breitbart, once headed by Bannon, has published
numerous articles attacking Cultural Marxism, and specializes in sensa-
tionalized shock attacks on the left. Breitbart’s senior technology editor,
Allum Bokhari, a former Claremont Lincoln Fellow, has written for Hills-
dale’s Imprimis on the need for the right to control big tech, along the
lines subsequently implemented by Musk at X.!

Claremont Lincoln Fellow Raheem ]. Kassam, a former chief of staff to
Brexit leader Nigel Farage and a Bannon ally, is the former editor-in-chief
of Breitbart London. More recently Kassam had cohosted Bannon’s MAGA
radio show/podcast “War Room.” In 2018, Kassam became editor-in-chief
of the Trumpist news website National Pulse, and appears frequently as
an “expert” commentator on Fox News, where he has discussed “How Did
America Fall to Marxism?”>?

MAGA analyses are also disseminated by way of conservative book pub-
lishing. Rufo’s best-selling America’s Cultural Revolution: How the Radical Left
Conquered Everything (2023) and Kirk’s The MAGA Doctrine (2020) were both
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published by Broadside Books, HarperCollins’s imprint for ultra-conserva-
tive nonfiction, which absorbed the Fox News book brand. The big five En-
glish-language book publishers all have distinct imprints devoted entirely to
ultra-conservative books aimed at white supremacist Republicans/MAGA.>
Anton’s After the Hight 93 Election, Kesler’s Crisis of the Two Constitutions: The Rise,
Decline, and Recovery of America’s Greatness (2021), Kennedy’s Communist China’s
War Inside America (2020), and Ungar-Sargon’s Bad News were all published by
Encounter Books, established by the right-wing Bradley Foundation, a funder
of the Claremont Institute. Established in 1998, Encounter Books deliberately
took its name from the pseudo-left-liberal journal Encounter, which was ex-
posed in the 1970s by Ramparts as a CIA-funded publication. Kirk’s Right Wing
Revolution: How to Beat the Woke and Save the West (2024) was published with
Winning Team Publishing, cofounded in 2021 by Donald Trump Jr.>*

All the new right concepts and talking points end up on social media.
As Fox News host Jesse Watters stated, “We are waging a 21st-century in-
formation warfare campaign against the left. It’s like grassroots guerrilla
warfare. Someone says something on social media, Musk retweets it, [Joe]
Rogan podcasts it, Fox broadcasts it and by the time it reaches everybody,
millions of people have seen it.”>

Division in the Ranks

The most extreme MAGA ideologues such as Bannon, Yarvin, and An-
ton are distinctly aware that the nationalist-populist MAGA movement
is rooted in lower-middle class whites (whom the neofascist movement
in both Europe and the United States is accustomed to referring to as
“hobbits”), and only secondarily in privileged elements of the working
class. MAGA think tanks often present a barely disguised contempt for
the “lumpen,” “pitchfork-bearing proletariat,” or “proles,” namely the
working class.”® Almost no positive references to the working class or
attempts to approach the underprivileged are present in the mainline
MAGA literature, which is understood as rooted in a fragile national-pop-
ulist alliance between the billionaire class and the lower-middle class,
both of which see the working class as their most dangerous enemy (ex-
ceeding their hatred even for the upper-middle class professional-man-
agerial stratum). Funded by the mega-rich and dedicated to the idea, as
Anton says, that “race trumps class,” the MAGA pundits and influencers
are unable to address directly the question of the working-class major-
ity without undermining their claim to a broad populism. The result
is that they appeal primarily to whiteness and “middle America.” Oc-
casional references are made to MAGA hat-wearing truck drivers and
other workers, but this only constitutes a vain attempt to elude the
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reality of a political bloc that consists largely of the lower-middle class
and a relatively small number of privileged workers. Although Bannon,
representing MAGA'’s radical right, refers to workers, it is always in a
context where the lower-middle class looms larger.*®

This fundamental class division will remain. Although Trump made
some gains with blue-collar workers in the 2024 elections, particularly in
rural areas, his political base remains the lower-middle class, which is in
large part hostile towards the working class below. The Trump program
is destined to hit the working class hardest economically.” It was Anton
who was to make the most serious ideological attempt to escape this trap
in an article in Compact titled “Why the Great Reset Is Not ‘Socialism,””
in which he sought to examine Marxist theory and turn it on its head.
Thus, he characterized Silicon Valley billionaire oligarchs in alt-right fash-
ion as the “left,” the enemy of right-wing populism. Moreover, while the
MAGA movement, he recognized, was fundamentally based in the low-
er-middle/middle class/the poor, its “natural” basis ultimately was to be
sought in the majority that he sardonically referred to as the “proles.”®
His whole endeavor in this respect, however, was to fall flat in the face
of the inescapable reality of a neofascist alliance between the billionaires
and the lower-middle class —both of whom see the diverse working class
as the ultimate enemy. Moreover, Anton’s contradictory attempt to create
a right-wing populism that incorporated the working class and targeted
billionaire oligarchs was at odds with his own role as a member of the
national security establishment, dominated by the mega-capitalist class,
which had him hobnobbing with some of its biggest players. He therefore
quickly mended his ways. Although he persisted in criticizing “oligarchs,”
they were refashioned in conformity with the hegemonic MAGA ideology
as the members of the administrative state, no longer big money interests.

Yet, if the mass MAGA movement with its racism and its small-proper-
ty-based outlook is inherently anti-working class, even if it has attracted
significant numbers of working-class voters, it also finds itself in conflict
with the ultra-wealthy interests that have funded and mobilized it, mak-
ing it a dangerous movement from the standpoint of monopoly capitalism
itself. Once political power is achieved in regimes in the fascist genus, di-
visions quickly emerge between the top echelons of monopoly capital and
its army of lower-middle class adherents. Having obtained control of the
state and of the military and police powers, the ultra-wealthy ruling class
has every reason to discard the more militant nationalist —often partially
anticapitalist — elements of its “radical right” base. The classic historical in-
stance of this was the Night of the Long Knives in Hitler’s Germany, from
June 30 to July 2, 1934, in which the Nazi party’s paramilitary brownshirt
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wing, the Sturmabteilung, or “Assault Division,” known as its stormtroopers,
were subjected to a bloody purge. The purge was aimed specifically at the
Strasserism (named after Otto and Gregor Strasser), deeply embedded in the
brownshirts within the Nazi movement, which was both antisemitic and,
to a considerable extent anticapitalist, and belonged to a milieu of mili-
tant mass action or “revolutionary” nationalism. Elimination of Strasserism
allowed the consolidation of fascism as a reactionary monopoly-capitalist
state, repressing and regimenting its mass petty-bourgeois base.®!

In the very different conditions of the neofascist MAGA movement in the
United States today, these same general contradictions appear, though mi-
nus the extreme violence. Many among the MAGA faithful were startled to
see their lack of representation in the Trump cabinet following the 2024 elec-
tion, a sharp contrast from the 2016 election. The Trump regime today has
a cabinet of billionaires, surrounded by still further billionaires. Although
there are extreme rightist operatives whose views are similar to those of the
MAGA masses in the second Trump White House —such as Stephen Miller,
who, despite being Jewish, appears to support white Christian nationalism,
and is currently deputy chief of staff for policy — they are overshadowed by
the mega-capitalists. Right from the start, it was clear that high-tech finan-
cial capital rather than the MAGA hat-wearing base was to be in charge. As
Gary Stout, a Washington attorney, wrote in Pennsylvania’s Observer-Reporter,
Trump “is now creating a new political elite of oligarchs that has no account-
ability to Congress or loyalty to his own MAGA movement.”®

This contradiction, splitting the MAGA movement/Trump regime,
was immediately apparent in the conflict over H-1B visas for foreign
workers. These visas are widely used by multinational corporations to
hire foreign technical workers in specialty occupations, especially high-
tech, bringing in relatively low-paid skilled workers from India, China,
and elsewhere. H-1B visas have been heavily criticized within the MAGA
movement, since they undercut relatively high-paid U.S. jobs. Voicing
the outrage of the MAGA faithful, Bannon declared prior to Trump’s
inauguration that Musk, who came out strongly for the H-1B visas, was
“evil” and that he would have him driven out of the White House. Ban-
non raged in national-populist terms against wealthy “oligarchs,” not
only “the lords of easy money,” but more importantly the tech over-
lords of Silicon Valley, representatives of “technological feudalism,”
who were now dominating the MAGA movement, and were opposing
“the populist, nationalist revolution.” MAGA militant Laura Loomer pre-
sented racist arguments in which she declared: “Our country was built
by white Europeans.... Not by third world invaders from India.” Openly
attacking Musk on X, Loomer suddenly found herself demonetized on
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the platform.® The fact that this represented a fundamental division be-
tween billionaire monopoly-finance capitalists and high-tech oligarchs
at the top and the lower-middle class MAGA base was evident in an
article by Kevin Porteus of Hillsdale College titled “Putting Americans
First,” published in The American Mind. He advanced the argument that
“America First” should mean “Americans...first.”%* Breitbart likewise ran
story after story against H-1B visas. The rebellion over this issue, howev-
er, was soon put down by Trump, who, himself a billionaire, sided with
Musk, indicating that his own companies employed foreign workers on
H-1B visas. Faced with a division between monopoly-finance capital and
his own militant MAGA movement, Trump chose the former.

The fissure between a capitalist ruling class of billionaires and the neo-
fascist movement on the ground will only widen. The MAGA movement
expects lower taxes under Trump, which will no doubt be partially forth-
coming, but paid for to a significant extent by drastic cuts in social ser-
vices. Expectations of lower prices, especially with new tariffs being insti-
tuted, will be dashed. Moreover, like all tax reductions under monopoly
capitalism, the new Trump tax cuts will be highly regressive, benefiting
the rich most of all and further widening the gap between the top and the
bottom of U.S. society. The cutbacks on civilian government will hurt the
vast majority of the population, including the lower-middle class. With
nearly all social spending that benefits the bottom 60 percent of the pop-
ulation, including Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Security now in the
crosshairs of Musk’s DOGE, the carnage is likely to be severe. Although
the MAGA movement is characterized by extreme nationalism, monop-
oly-finance capital and its high-tech overlords are geared to accumula-
tion on a world scale and global financial expropriation. They rely on
the exploitation not only of the global proletariat, but also the increased
exploitation and expropriation of U.S. workers. Implementation of rul-
ing-class policies on globalization, financialization, imperialism, war,
and hyperexploitation under the new regime will inevitably push much
of the U.S. lower-middle class back into the working class, polarizing and
destabilizing the society still further.

Trump’s neofascist regime is a desperate act of a declining empire. It has
supplanted neoliberalism only in the sense that the right wing of the rul-
ing class itself is now in direct and open command of the state, seeking to
restructure it as a vehicle of resurgent hegemony. The conflict between neo-
fascism as a more regressive global capitalist project designed to preserve
and enhance the power of the ruling capitalists with their global interests,
on the one hand, and the national-populist movement of the MAGA radical
right focused primarily on the conquest of the administrative state, on the
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other, means that the mega-capitalist interests will continually betray the
MAGA “populist” base, viewed as mere cannon fodder in the Cold Civil War.

Trump appointed billionaire Vivek Ramaswamy as the codirector of
DOGE along with Musk. Ramaswamy is the founder of the giant phar-
maceutical company Roivant Sciences and author of the bestselling 2023
book Woke Inc.: Inside Corporate America’s Social Justice Scam. He resigned from
his DOGE position to run for governor of Ohio. With Ramaswamy depart-
ing, Musk was left as the sole power at DOGE. Ramaswamy has played a
leading role in attacking corporate ESG and DEI Recognizing that cor-
porations had increasingly introduced limited ESG and DEI programs in
response to environmental and social issues, pundits on the MAGA right,
including the opportunistic plutocrat Ramaswamy, were able to make the
existence of such programs a popular “anti-corporate” moral issue. The re-
sult is that many corporations now have, not unwillingly, reversed them-
selves in line with Trump. Some have dropped the “diversity” and “equity”
from DEI while hypocritically retaining “inclusion.”®

The sheer arrogance of the capitalist oligarchs and their managers can
be seen in the rise of Thiel as a dominant figure in the Trump orbit, un-
doubtedly the most powerful figure connected to the regime with the ex-
ception of Musk (and the president himself). In 2022, Thiel characterized
himself as leader of a “Rebel Alliance,” as in Star Wars, fighting the “im-
perial stormtroopers” of the U.S. establishment and engaged in a struggle
aimed ultimately at China.*® In 2009, he declared “I no longer believe that
freedom and democracy are compatible,” causing him openly to reject
the latter®” He is currently tied to six members of the National Securi-
ty Council who are beholden to him financially and politically and are
part of his industrial network: Vance (whose political campaigns were fi-
nanced by Thiel), Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth (who is associated with
Thiel’s military-tech network), Secretary of Energy Chris Wright (who sits
on a board of the energy startup Oklo, in which Thiel is a major inves-
tor), National Security Advisor Mike Waltz (whose 2022 Florida campaign
was funded by Thiel), Rubio (whose 2022 reelection bid was financed by
Thiel), and White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles (who is on the payroll
of the Thiel-funded Saving Arizona PAC).%®

Thiel, like Musk, Ramaswamy, and Trump himself, stands for the inter-
ests of the “masters of the universe.”® Despite libertarian ideology and a
neofascist ethos, there is little to connect the financial plutocrats mate-
rially with the lower-middle class. Given that the so-called destruction of
the administrative state is leading to more centralized monopoly-capital-
ist control of the state in the interests of the plutocrats, the selling out of
the MAGA movement on the ground is palpably obvious.
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A further contradiction in the MAGA movement lies in its promotion of
its Christian white nationalism, splitting the evangelical movement. Exit
polls indicate that some 80 percent of white evangelical voters support
Trump. Yet, the freezing of USAID by Trump and Musk generated strong
opposition from Christian affiliated aid groups. The resulting deep divi-
sion in conservative circles undoubtedly affected the U.S. Supreme Court’s
decision to overturn the stoppage on foreign aid. Trump’s establishment
of a White House Faith Office headed by the controversial televangelist
Paula White-Cain, known for her promotion of the capitalist-oriented
“prosperity gospel,” together with his creation of a task force headed by
Attorney General Pam Bondi, aimed at ending “anti-Christian bias,” have
upset the traditional separation of church and state. This weaponization
of evangelicalism to reinforce a Christian nationalism directed at sup-
porting the MAGA state has led to widening criticisms within the evangel-
ical and wider Christian communities.” Trump’s redoubled support for
Israel’s extermination of Palestinians is unpopular with younger evangel-
icals, who are increasingly rejecting Christian Zionism.

The most potent attack from within evangelicalism has emerged from
preachers such as Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, assistant director for part-
nerships and fellowships in Yale University’s Century of Public Theology
and Public Policy, in his 2018 book Reconstructing the Gospel: Finding Freedom
from the Slaveholder Religion. Working closely with Protestant minister Rever-
end William Barber II, co-chair of the Poor People’s Campaign, Wilson-Hart-
grove was motivated by his opposition to the Trump movement to address
the “original sin” of the dominant white evangelicalism in the United States,
which, rather than simply an evangelical movement as such, was from the
first a “slaveholder’s religion.” Emerging within the evangelical community
itself and receiving considerable acclaim, Wilson-Hartgrove’s critique of the
slaveholder’s religion has served to bring into the open the most acute con-
tradictions of the Christian nationalist ideology.” As he wrote,

The sad reality is that we [evangelicals] chose a side in the 19th century
and our movement is still infected by the slaveholder religion that was
funded by plantation owners. That faith did not go away after the Civil
War; it doubled down and prayed for “redemption” from Reconstruction.
And it rejoiced when white supremacy campaigns across the South re-
gained power and established Jim Crow segregation. Mid-20th century,
when the balance of power was again challenged by America’s civil rights
movement, slaveholder religion reasserted itself, criticizing Dr. King for
“politicizing” the gospel and favoring “law and order” systems that per-
petuated inequality. The Southern Strategy aimed to harness slaveholder
religion by creating a Moral Majority that would feel righteous for their
support of the status quo.
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Donald Trump did not create the crisis we now face, but his presidency
is exposing the truth about who we are as evangelicals —not a movement
divided between left and right, but a people of faith who must now choose
between slaveholder religion and the Christianity of Christ.”

For “400 years,” slaveholder religion, Wilson-Hartgrove argued, has
taught people to fear people of color. “Because slaveholder religion’s god
ordained white supremacy, white people learned to fear equality and the
black political power that challenged the social order they were taught to
value.” It is not a return to the politics of “redemption” that is the answer,
he argues, but completing the politics of Reconstruction.”

Betrayal and Revolt

The Trump regime is a regime of betrayal. It is already leading to the aban-
donment of the lower-middle class, which through the MAGA movement
brought it into power, as well as the working-class majority.” What it offers
to its core lower-middle class constituency is a kind of nationalist cultur-
alism, which is a mere veil for a system of far more centralized capitalist
control of the state in a White House now filled with billionaires, ultimately
leading to the increased economic exploitation and expropriation of the un-
derlying population. The material betrayal of the working class will be abso-
lute, economically and politically. For such a regime of capitalist overlords
to continue, it will have to increase its repression of the body politic at every
step. Its greatest fear is that the enraged masses, especially the working-class
majority, would mobilize and rise up in resistance, bringing with it all of
those in the society as a whole who are committed to democratic rule and to
the survival of humanity in the face of growing environmental perils.

The political and ideological successes of the MAGA movement were made
possible in part by a liberal-left that abandoned the working class econom-
ically and politically under the mantle of postmodernism and identity poli-
tics, severed off from questions of exploitation, poverty, and economic and
social decline. This requires a return to what Marx called the “hierarchy of...
needs,” emphasizing within this real material needs, including jobs, health
care, housing, free human development, community, the environment, and
the right to control one’s own body — needs vital to the population as a whole,
and ultimately inseparable from democratic control of the society.” Viewed
in this way, the only way to combat the current reactionary trend is based on
socialist principles of substantive equality and ecological sustainability, put-
ting the needs of the population as a whole, and those most oppressed, first.
This struggle will have to emanate in the main from a resurgent, reunited
working class, historically the most diverse, democratic, and revolutionary
section of society, the guarantors of humanity’s future.
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